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A Basic Guide to Cascading Styles (CSS)

Q. What are Cascading Styles (CSS)

A. Cascading Styles are a companion to HTML for formatting and styling a web page.

Q. Why use Cascading Styles?

A. . Cascading styles gives you much more control and flexibility on how your web page looks. From fonts (color, size, justification, line height, lettespacing, background color), to images, to tables and placement of elements on the page. You can override the web browsers default styles, and make your own.
CSS is much more challenging to learn since it’s a different coding language than HTML. On top of learning CSS, you have to learn how CSS and HTML work together.
We suggest CSS ONLY for those who feel they have a intermediate to advanced level of HTML coding skills. 
CSS code is so sensitive if you just leave out one character, you can break the entire webpage!
Please call your specialist to help you with laying out and styling elements in your announcements section.
This is a limited guide to CSS and we will only be using a few CSS elements in the announcements section. We will be using inline styles.
For this tutorial, please open the file in a text editor like notepad. Also open the file in your favorite web browser.

Anatomy of a Style
Inline styles are made up of an html tag, an attribute, and a definition.
Example:

<p style="color:#063;">
p = the html tag for paragraph

style = the attribute for the html tag

color = the definition of the attribute. The definition gives formatting instructions to the HTML to change the color of the text.
Try it yourself. Type out the word Hello World! In a paragraph, and make it green.
<p style="color:#063;"> Hello World!</p>
Hello World!

Changing Font
We can use the paragraph tag once again as our “hook” to change the font of a paragraph. This time let’s change the font.
<p style="font-family:'Lucida Sans', 'Lucida Grande', sans-serif">
Hello World!

p = the html tag for paragraph

style = the attribute for the html tag

font = the definition of the attribute. The definition gives formatting instructions to the HTML tag to change the font to Lucida Sans

Not every computer has the same fonts, so when using a font family, you are setting up defaults. The first font to be used is Lucida Sans. Then if your computer does not have that font, then it will use Lucida Grande. If it doesn’t have Lucida Grande, it then will use a generic sans-serif font.
Changing Font Size
Changing font size is very similar to changing color, or font. You can do two ways: by using an exact pixel size of by percentages.

Let’s shrink Hello World! By 75%

<p style="font-size:75%;">

Let’s set Hello World! To 11px

<p style="font-size:12px;">

Depending on your browser, they will look similar in size. Which one to use? Preferably, we would like you to use the percentage tag for ADA compliance. If a low sighted user needs to increase the size on their web browser, fonts set to a percentage will shrink and expand gracefully, while a set pixel size will not.
.
Using Divs

The <div> tag often confuses people and what its used for. Its both a design and organizing element, that replaces what tables used to do.

 Think of it as a box or a container that you can use to organize your announcements section. Use one div for each section. Le’ts say you have one div box for graduation announcements, one div box for author signings, and another div box for Alumni Specials
You can put anything into a div:..paragraphs, headings, pictures, links.

Combining Style Attributes

A great thing is that we can give the div several attributes which can set the formatting for several blocks of texts, instead of setting the attribute of every individual HTML tag within the div.
Let’s show how to do combine several elements to format a div box.
Let’s say in this div, we want the text to be navy blue, the font family Lucida, and the size 120% 

First we will start out with our usual “HTML tag style =”

<div style="font-family:'Lucida Sans', 'Lucida Grande', sans-serif;">
As you can see, the contents of the entire div have changed to Lucida Sans

Next Step, lets change the font color for the div contents to navy blue. Make sure to separate the CSS attributes with a semicolon

<div style="font-family:'Lucida Sans', 'Lucida Grande', sans-serif; color:#006">
How we’ve changed the entire text to blue. Now let’s increase the size

<div style="font-family:'Lucida Sans', 'Lucida Grande', sans-serif; color:#006; font-size:120%">
We’ve demonstrated how we can control an entire block of text(s) with a few formatting commands.
The Span Tag
Let’s say you want to change the last sentence to black, and shrink the size to call attention to it. Instead of using a div, we use a span tag. A span tag is for shorts amount of text..no more than a sentence long.

<span style="font-style:italic; font-weight:bold; color:#557FAA;">Please plan accordingly! Please have your connect card and order number for in-store pick ups!</span></p>
Borders

Sometimes you may want to set a border around your div box to have it stand out. In the announcements section we only allow a light grey, 1px border
Here is how we would set the border of the div

<div style="border: 1px solid #ccc;">
Perhaps you think a border is too much, and you want to separate divs/information on the page with a horizontal rule. Instead of using the discontinued <hr> tag, you can set the bottom border of a div box.

<div style="border-bottom: 1px solid #ccc;">
Noticed how the border attribute now specifies the BOTTOM of the border. This means the top, left, and right sides will remain blank.

Styling Lists
Sometimes you may have a list of items, but you don’t want the bullet points to show. We can use cascading styles to both remove the bullet points and the indentation.

Normal Unordered (bulleted list)Code

<h3> Spring 2011 Essay Contest Winneers</h3>

<ul>


<li>$100 Gift Certificate: Bob Scholl, Christine McFadden</li>

<li>$300 Gift Certificate: Lee Johnson, Gary Shapiro</li>

<li>$500 Gift Certificate: Dempsey Carter, Bo Han </li>

</ul>

First, let’s get rid of the indent.

<ul style="padding:0;margin:0">
<li>$100 Gift Certificate: Bob Scholl, Christine McFadden</li>

<li>$300 Gift Certificate: Lee Johnson, Gary Shapiro</li>

<li>$500 Gift Certificate: Dempsey Carter, Bo Han </li>

</ul>

Then, let’s get rid of the bullet points.

<ul style=" padding:0;margin:0; list-style:none;">

<li>$100 Gift Certificate: Bob Scholl, Christine McFadden</li>

<li>$300 Gift Certificate: Lee Johnson, Gary Shapiro</li>

<li>$500 Gift Certificate: Dempsey Carter, Bo Han </li>

</ul>

Templates

On the espot we will be offering two HTML/CSS templates for you to use in your announcements section.

Template 1 Deals with text announcements. The headers, and horizontal rules are already there for you. 

YOU CANNOT:

Alter the font/family. Headings should always be in Georgia. Regular text should always be in Lucida Sans. There is no need to set Lucida Sans as a font, since it’s the default for all of efollett.
Change the size of the headings. Leave them at 16px, always.

Adjust div padding. Always leave a left margin of 5px

Change the color of borders or the header underlines. They must always be grey (#CCC)

YOU CAN

Change the color of the headers to match your primary color of your website. If you don’t know the hex code, please ask your specialist to help you.
